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To the Reader. 


> Ood Reader, The Authour himſelte not vouch- 

ſafing his namegtitle,or preface to this his worke, 
and very vnwilling that it ſhould be publiſht, I 
2, thoughr fit tolet thee vnderftand, that the booke 
= itſelte containes no paradox,notwithſtanding the 
KQ 3; title : forthe naturall ſcruice of God in dumbe 
Creatures, when they obey God, in their owne kinde, and follow 


JT 


their owne naturall courſe, this is it, which he calls The Religion of 


dumbe Creatures: and asit is frequent, and vſuall,to make compari- 
ſons in particular inſtances, {o here in generall their ſervice is com- 
pareqtoour Religion, | 


To commend the worke, ſecing 1 am fo farre ingaged, asthat 


againſt the Authors will, it was my importunity to publiſh it, were 
in effeft to commend mine owne iudgement , I will here onely ac» 


- quaint you with the reaſons that moued me; 


Firſt,to take away groſe Atheiſme, which denies any God , he 
vſeth no Sophiſtry,no perſwaſion,not the teſtimonies either of God, 
or of men, but herein craues aide of the dumbe Creatures,and ivret- 
feAtdeſires them to beare witneſſe, whoinftantly acknowledge a 
God, anddiſcouer many excellent, and admirable attributes in God, 
and this he calls their confeſſion, or the naturall implicite faith of 
the Creatures,Þag.o, a | 

Secondly,that this knowledge of God,which we learne from na- 
ture, isanimperfe&t knowledge, though otherwiſe,it was the ſole 
knowledge of the ancient heathen Philoſophers, he brands it with 
this imputation, that it is no more in cffe then the religion of 
dumbe beaſts; but as reaſon is aboue ſence,fo faith aboue reaſon:rea- 
ſon points out myſteries, faith diſcoucrs them ; by vertue of which 
faith,we ioyne with the Angels in their ſcruice,as the dumbe beaſts 
doe ioyne with vs in nature : and here he takes away all naturall ob- 


ietions againſt the myſteries of religion, beating downe mans cu- 


riolity,Þag.16. 
Thirdly,how the Creatures praiſe God in their voices and ſounds, 


which in effett are their prayers in their naturall law,which is their 
decalogue ; in all their qualities and affetions, both naturall,and as 
they arc ſometimes meanes and conduit-pipes of grace, whereby 
natureis ſanified,feg.23. | 
Fourthly,how all naturall Sciences may be reduced to Theology, 
A 2 ſuppoſe 
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To the Reader. | 
foppeſe the Meraphyſicks, ratyrall Fhileicy Ly, merali Philoſcphy, 
' which are indeed the branches of raturall Theo.opy,anC are incor- 
| rorated into the. body of cur diuinity. And berce you ray as well 

' exclude the moral! law,the decalogre,arc the whe lc fateof nature, 
| a« to exclude hun ane learrirg ; vw hich ſkcwing the  erfections and 
| excellencies of vature,doth therein ſ.cw ike praiſe and con.menda- 
| tionsof the Maker:fag.31. : 

'N Fiſthly, this OY religion nct orly cc; rctecds init ſelfe all 
natural! ſciences,butitis further a ſup od gr: unc 6d foundation 
in all rcligicns, Thus Iudaiſme, Turei'ne Cent: ce, as wellas 
Chriſtianity, acknowledge Ged in nature; ihoughtte Iudicjall,and 
Ceremouiall law began with Moyſes,the Gofj ell with. C hiiſt,yetthe 
naturall lawgic octher with the! ated {ratwvie,Fioor with Adam,rot 
dy any revelation , but by ir gratted ard inbyec ri ciples, and 
therefore is commen to all naticnsy toallicliguos, Hence he ga- 
thers theſe two notes, firſt, that differert and oppelite religions 
may notwithſtanding ioyne together in ſuch th ngs as are good, 
and alike approucable in beth : for {c we ioyne with dun-be Crea- 
turesin their natural! ſeruice, and that the bounds of the Church 
are not to be hedged in, according to wens private phanſies and 
imaginations; or according to the Preu:nces,ard wunſdition of Pre- 
laebar according tothe ynity and concent ct faith. Secondly,that 
be the religions never ſo oppoſite and contrary, yetall agree inthe 
naturall law, and therefore are bound to perforre to _ other, all 
naturall rights, ſuppoſe the diſcharging of truſt, where it is repoſed, 
to yſc morall honeſty in our aftions, obedience to cur ſuperiours, 
allegiance tothe Prince, and the like; thus may different religions 
live quictly and peaceably vnder cneivſt geuernment. If this were 
obſcrued, ſurely it would cauſe much peace in the Chriſtian world, 
ſo much diſtrated and diſquieted at this day, with infinit and innu- 
merableſeAsandreligions,pag.34- 

To conclude : What can be more glorious to God, then that his 
praiſe ſhould be (et forth by all his Creatures ? what greater chari- 
ty,then to comprehend them,not within the walls of our Chriſtian 
Church ( though once they were containedin the Arke) yet within 
the compalle and circuit of religion ? what greater deuotion, then ' 
by their example to ſtirre vp thy ſclfe ? though the Angels beout of 
ſight, andthou canſtnot heare their hymnes , yet the beaſts may 
awaken thy dulneſle ; what greater huwility, thento ſtoope to the 

Z baſeſt wormes , and together w:th them, to aſſociate thy ſclife in 
 \ Gods ſeruice? | 
© Theſe reaſons ( Iconfeſle) did moue me topubliſh it :and as 
I had no other intent, but Geds glory, ſo I beſeech him to 
 Biueablcſling to thy reading hereof, thatitmay 
- tend to the increaſe of thy 
deuotion, 
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PRAYSING GOD: 
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> THE RELIGION OF 
- 
; dumbe Creatures. 
We mecca nnags — _ OY 25 #07200" 09tcnoeneen, 

- P-s AL. 148. 7, 8,9,and 10, Verſcs. 

| 

, 8 7. Praiſe the Lord epon earth, yee dragons and all deeper : 
” | 8, Fire and haile, ſnow and vapours, formy winds, 
a ER - | fulfilling his word : 

i, 9, Meountaines aud all hilles , fraitſwll trees and all 
u- Cedarr, 

Io, Beaſts and all cate, wormes 4nd feathered 
ts fowles. 

= \T a ava > Wo abſurdities may here ſceme to 
——_—_ fe IJ be committed'ac once, with one 
ar” 1 © (@\) : breath,; eicher that man ſhould 
ay SD ſpeake and exhort ſuch Auditors, 
he who are without fence, and there- 
= forenor capeable of exhortation, 
hl or that Creatures dumbe in them- 


ſelues, ſhould 'be exhorted to 
woe God. which ſcemesto bea thing proper ro Ar.gels 


and men. | 
B Both 


How God is 
prailcd, 


Dumbe Crea- 
turesfreake, 
ard Manis 
ittucken 


_ dunibe. 


2 Trexeligion of dumbe Creatures. 


Borh theſe are eafily ſatisfied, if we rightly conſider 
that the praiſes of God doe not neceflarily imply the moſt 
exact and magnificent order and forme,ſuch as might wel! 
beſceme the Maieſtic of a Deitie (both men and Angels 
come ſhart in chat excellent ſeruice ) bur the praiſes of 
Godrequireno more incffe&t, then the power and ability 
wherewith God hath firſt jnabled the Creature : tor he 
accepts our imperfect prayers;and deicends to our weake=- 
nefſe. Thus the Rocks and the tones 1n their filence, and 
in their naturall properties; the beaſts in their ſounds and 
their cries, in their ſence and in their motions, all ſeruero 
praiſe him : for God requires no more then he hath firſt 
given,tiie right imployment of his gifts is indeed to praiſe 
him. | SET 

| Now man exhorting them to this their bounden duty, 
ioynes with them in their ſeruice, and as it were ſeemes ro 
congratulate their praiſes of God : notwithſtanding his 
owne diſobedience and finne, yet he reioyceth in their 
ſeruice, and exhorts them ſtill ro continue their praiſes 
of God. | Es 

| Andthoughthey ſeeme dumbe, yet in. vericy and truth 


they ſpeake 11 their filence : for obieCing or preſenting 


themſclues to our view, ſhewing thr excellent nature, 


' theirrare and wondertull properties, therein they ſpeake 


their Maker. Man perceiving and apprehending this, falls 


inſtamly co admiration,which is a kinde of naturall crance, . 


wherein his ſpeech failes him, as if he wee for a time 
ftrucken dumbe together with the dumbe Creatures, to 
ſhew his fellow-feeling and ſymbolizing aft:&tion with 


| them; ar length he comes to hiwſelfe, begins ro breathe, 


then is he tied to his vtrerance ,.as 1e were tocomment vp- 
on their flence, or to be their interpte:er; for as God re- 
quiresno more then the ability of che Creacure,fo he will 


admir no lefſe , burexpe&; the vitermoſt extene of our 


power: In the dumbe Creatures their filence did ſuffice: 
Man hauing the free vſe of. his tongue,is therefore tied to 


adde Speech to their filence, Reaſon to their tence, and 


perſwa- 
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The Religion of dumbe Creatures, ; 


perſwading them not to any. impoſſibility aboue theic 
condition, as to belecue the myſteries of Grace, and the 
like, but applauding them in their owne naturall courſe, cy 
therein he ſeemes to exhort them, and thus exhorting 
them, ſtirs vp himſelfe, and magnifies the Diuine proui- 
dence, who firſt appointed the courſe: As God ſpeaking 
the Word,all things were made: God ſpeakes to nothing, 
and by vertueof his words, behold a. Creation: ſo wee - 
ſpeaking to the dumbe Creatures, andin them approuing 
Gods workes , wee ſhew the conformitie of our wills to 
the Diuine inſtitution, | 
| Forin our ſpeeci1 wee doe not alwaies reſpe& others, 
but ſometimes-our ſcluces, The moſt learned Preacher ;,a, Rene nt 
ſpeaking to the moſt iudicious Auditory, yet cannot pro= beaſts. 
mife ynto himſelfe happy ſucceſle; wee muſt looke to the 
. diſcharge of our owne dutie, and notto theeuent, Man 
ſpeaking to the dumbe Creatures though they vnderſtand 
him not, yet his owne bounden duty,, together with the 
ſtrength and yehemency of his afteRijpns, (that he can doe 
no leſſe then ſpeake in a cauſe which concernes Gods 
glory ) this a9 it no fruitlefle labour, and ſurely ſome 
profit thereby redounds: for whereas otherwiſe man were 
a ſtranger to beaſts, and they ſeruing God in their owne 
 kinde, their ſeruice ſhould no way concerne him; yet now 
| by vertue of his exhortation, he hath a part and portionin 
their obedience, and thus very cunningly, what is wanting 
in himſelfe, he deſires to ſupply it in them, to-maketheir 


ſeruice ſeeme as his owne, as if forſooth they had beene * 
rebellious, hadir not beene for his erberiiints though 
himſelfe be difſolute, yet it is he, that keepes all in good 
order :a pretty policy. | | 
Thus as they were ordained for his naturall vc, for his 
The vſc of the 


food, clothing, labour: ſo it ſhould ſeeme, they were ap- 
pointed for his ſpirituall yſe, to ſerue him in the nature of 

Chaplaines,that they ſhould honour and praiſe God, while 

their maſter,finfull and wretched man,diſhonours him,yet 

their ſeruice might ſeeme to be done by his appointment. 

2 Though 


creatures. 


4 The Rehglonof dumbe Creatures. 


Though I will not excuſe our ſclues, yet ſuffer mee 


to ſpeake in their behalfe, who being dumbe, cannot 


| ſpeake for themſclues, I know not, how powerfull and ef- 


| feftuall mans words are, but ſurely in them I can doe 


whoobe. | noleſle then admire their obedience; the moſt dumbe and 


dienceofthe | ſenſeleſſe Creatures, the very Rocks and che Caues, if we 


Creaturesis | ſpeake yntothem, and ſpeake aloud; inſtantly they make 
ſet foorth by 4 g reverberation of our breath, whereby our- owne words 
unilimde. | ue renewed, as if they vnderſood, and did anſwere vs 

' in our owne ſpeech and language ; ſuppoſe I ſhould 


| iretch our my voice, and cry vato them to praiſe God, 


Inſtantly you ſhould heare them anſwer, Praiſe God :or 

if they faile in this Eccho, yet ſurethey will not faile in 
| | their conformity z| herein they are not ſo properly our 
. | ſchollers, as preſidents and examples to vs of obedience. 


A corporation Then let ys concciue that all the workes of God make 


of alCrea- | one corporation, andare as members of one body, vnder 
tures. ' one common gouernment. As then it appeares in man, 
that the heart giues direCtion to the dull. hands, to be lifred- 


'yp in deuotion, and the dull hands knocke the ſleepy. 


heart, to awake her out of drowfineſſe; And thus they 
.doe mutually prouoke and Rirre yp each other to ioyne 
in the ſeruice. As this befalls the parts of Man inreſpe&t of 
\himſelfe, ſo the ike befalls Man and the Creatures inre- 
ſpe of the Vniuerſe, | | 


The religo | Andthat it. may no way ſeeme firange, that dumbe. 


of dumbe {Creatures ſhould bee ſaid ropraiſc God , to ſpeake moſt 
Creatures. properly and moſt exactly of the praiſes of God, which 
ſurely conſiſt in a religious worſhip and ſeruice of God; 
if,then I ſhould ſay, that in the ſtocks andin the ſtones, in 
the foure-footed beaſts, and generally in all the dumbe : 
Creatures, that there is ſome obſcure ſhadow, or ſore re- 
ſ:mblance of religion, or rather indeed ſome proper kinde 
of religion : Forthere are divers and ſcuerall kindes of 
religions, religions of allſorrs, of all fizes, of all faſhions 
(witneſle the diverſity of religions inthefe our daies ) If 
then I ſhould ſay that the dumbe Creatures hauc likewiſe - 


| their 
| 


@ 
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Toe Religion of aumbe Creathres. 


their proper kinde'of religion as well as men, and that 


' they are very deuout, godly, zealous, ſiritand moſt reli- , 
gious in their o-wne kinde, cuen farre aboue men; if 1. 


(hould ſay this ; I would humbly craue your patience a 
while, Let mee bring my reaſons and labour to proue it, 
that the natural! ſeruice of God in dumbe Creatures, how-- 


ſocuer wee may cltceme it, yerin vericy and truth, it 15a. 


kinde of naturall religion, 
Morall vertues we-may-ſuppoic to be onely competent 


mans owne proper inhericance, yet behold, wee are ſtirred 
vp by the exampleof the dumbe beaſts, The Oxe and the 
Aſſe ackhnowl:dge their Lord & Maſter, The Windes and the 


* Seas obey him. It ſhould ſeeme, that as there is a religion 
aboue man, the religion of Angels, ſo there may be a reli-- 


gion beneath man, the religion of dumbe Creatures. For- 
whereſocuer thereis a ſcruice of God,in effeRiitis areligi- 
on. Thus according to the ſeuerall degreesand difference of 
Kates, the ſtare of nature, grace and glory, religion may 
likewiſe admit degrees,and difference. = 


Religion then,it I doe not miſtake,conſifts of theſe foure -þ. parts of 
parts, A Creed for our beliefe, which is the obicQ of our religion. 


Faith; A /er forme of prayer for our ſn»plication, which 13 the. 
anchor of our Hope : A decalogue or law for our praQtice, 
which is the rule of our Charity : Sacrifice and: Sacra» 
ments forthe ypſhor and conſummation of all, to ſeaſon 
and ſanQihe all. Theſe are in cet the briefe heads of 
religion, as well appeares in our ordinary Catechilſme,con- 
ſiting- of theſe foure parts, and therein is contained the 
ſumme of Religion. Now if all of theſe, or at leaſt,if ſome 
of theſe can no way appeare inthe Creatures, yet how 


reat the fimilicude and analogy is betweene both, if you: 


leaſe toobſerue with patience, anJ to condemne nothing. 
vnheard, I doc well hope, that many things will be for our. 
inſtruction, and all for our example and imitation. 


- 


o 


B 3 | Ant . 


The [cruice 


| | f Godi 
roman, as being grounded in the reaſonable ſoule , yet _ Crea. 


therein the dumve Creatures infiruCt vs, Goo,fluggard, twres,is their 
learne of the Piſmire; religion wee may conceive to be religion, 


> 


%. 


How we come 
$0 know the. 
Creavdres. 


Senceis the | 
mother of [do- 
latcie. 


The vnder- 
ftanding 
reachcth be. 
yond (ence. 


6 TheReligionof aumbe Creatures. 

And firſt, of that knowledge which wee have of the 
Creatures, how there ſhould be ſuch a mutuall intelligence 
or correſpondency betweene vs, as that we ſhould truely 
know them and their religion, as if wee vnderſtood their 
language, & were thorowly acquainted with all the ſecrets 
and myſteries of their Church and State. Thefirſt notice 
then which wee haue of the Creatures, itis by an infor- 
mation of ſence, wherein the Diuine prouidence hath ſo 
fitted and porportioned things each to 9ther, ſuppoſe the 
faculty to the obie&, ſenceto things ſenſible, that wee 
inſtantly receive them,nor with any difficulty of learning, 
but by a naturall inftia& : Thus it is betweene the ſenfi- 
bleman, and the viſible world, being Creatures of like 
condition,we doe eafily conceiue them. 

Thus ſertce firſt ſerues to informe vs : but if wee ſhould 
herereſt onely inthe information of ſence, this were moſt 
dangerous : from hence grew our firſt error : whereas 
beauty was giuen to the Creatures, topoint out the in- 
comparable beauty of God, many beholding them, haue 
{o doted vpon them, and ſo farre enamoured with their 
beauty, that they could goe no farther, but haue taken the 
Creatures for God , ſuppoſing that God himſelfe could 
not be more glorious. _ | 

Thus whereas a right vnderſtanding would conclude, 
oreatis the beauty of Creatures, therefore how great and 
incomparable is the beauty of God ! ſence, as being of a 


| lower ftraine, not able to aimeat ſuch a high pitch, rather 


inferres, Suchis the beauty of Creatures, that'our ſence 
cannot poſſibly comprehend any greater beauty; there. 
fore the Creatures -are God, Thus ſence and ſence alone, 
without other information, is indeed the mother and 
nurſe of idolatry ; and if wee ſhould proceed tonofurther * 
ſearch and inquiſition, then the Creatures right ſeeme to 
blaſpheme, to make themſclues Gods ; being onely wit- 
nefles to the Deity, they might ſceme to aſſume vnto 
themſelues the right of the Deitie:: yet herein let me ex- 
cule them,they are innocent,they doe it net ofthemſclues, 


bur 


7 he Religion of dumbe Creatures. ' 7 


but through our corruption ſome ſc:ifuall men haue aſ- 
cribed it : for being not able ro conceiue greater perfeCti- 
on, it is naturallroman to acknowledge God inthe high- 
eſt. Vhus ſome haue worthipped the Suone, the Moone, 
the Starres,diuers and ſeuerall Creacures, and the like. 

By the way giue me leaue to make {ome vie of their er- 
ror, and hereto crie our, O what an excellent workeman 
is God, that even his owne common and meanelt workes 
ſhould be of that excellencyas that-they ſhould be taken 
for God ! And thus Idolatry which ſcemes wholly to de- 
tract from God, and to aſcribe all to the creatures, yet by 
an ouer-ruling providence of God, contrary to her owne 
intenc,in ſo much magnifying the Creatures, doth in them 


and by them ſer foorth the ſupereminent greatneſle of God 


the { reator. 
This were ſufficient, if mans whole krowledge were 


plunged and puzzled in ſence , and thathee had noother 

uide or CireCtion ſauc onely ſence ; but man hath further 
areaſonable ſoule, which taking information from ſence, 
as ir well beſcemes his condition , yſcch degrees of dil- 
courſe, and in this reaſonable {oule wee ſhall finde this in- 
orafred, as a firſtground and principle, that in all our 
knowledge, we mult firſt ſearch out the cauleof euery ef 
fect; for euery effect naturally points out his cauſe :and 
there is no relation ſo neceſſarys, as is that which is be- 
eweene the cauſe and the effet. As'irt is the truth of 
things, that nothing can ſubGſt without a caule : ſoin our 
apprehenſion, that. wbe cannot conceiue the one witheut 
relation tothe other: there is no knowledge without the 
knowledge of cauſes, and therefore we ſtrive and ende- 
uour to dilcerne the cauſe inthe effects, and the effeCts in 


the cauſe, 


The 200d vic 
of Idolatiy, 


[n reaſon we 


cannot confi... 
der the effeRs 
without their 
caule. 


” 


By vertuc of this ingrafted principle, wee cannot con- reign a; ape 
fider che creatures alone, and by themlelues, but together to diſcourſe, 
with them and in them wee muſt ſearch our their cauſe, ſoo ſearch 
Here then Reaſon would faine know, whether the Crea- 294 enquire, 


tures be the eficQs of another , or cauſes of themlclues ? 
This 


$ TheRelidionofdumbe Creatures. 
| This js the fiſt propoftion, or 2rcre. | | 
Rexonies nes Now you (hall vnderfland, thar every fearch ard in- 
of th! Lua le Quiſition, when we know not things of our fclues tur that 
| beaſts, | -wwee take our information frem others, wee feeke rem 
| 4 from others, ard learne them of others; iF-s is a kinde of 
| | demard:of whem then ſhould reaſon Cemend this? not 
| | of herſelfe,then ſurely of none butthe Creatures; or who : 
| | ſhould make anſwer to this cemard ? not reaſcn to her $ 
| __ ſelfe, then ſurely none bur the: Creatures. Morke then the | 7 
anſwer cf the Creatures, to this deinand of reaſon ; their 
anſwer as givirg an account of their faith : for faith is the 
ground and foundation of religion, and without faith, re= 
Iigion-cannot fabfiſt, Maike then the faith of the Crea- 
tures in their an{wers : thejranſwers,I ſoy,nort in expreffe 
termes , for this is not neceſſary : men that are ſp: echlefſe 2 
and dumbe, may notwithſtanding make 1 confeſſion of 
| theirfaith, Digits nnrrg, legunntur, lo may the Cumbe and 
| | -ipeechleſſe Creatures, they may likewiſe vſe cutward 
Li | .tignes andtokens, to give a'corfeition of their faith; their 
Antwer is anſwerable to their nature, their ſilence natute, | 
| and their ſtill properties giue this reſolution, and make , ®. 
| this anſwer, and that without any difficuley. 
| For their bounden nature muR neceſſarily imply, thar 
| the limitation of their nature proceeds from another. 
The anſwer of Hete is their aſwer : their compoſition and diffolution 
dugbe crea- mult neceflarily preſuppoſe firſt a compounder : here is 
furexvnto | | their a»ſwer + their ſeuerall times of riſing and ſcrtting 
mo. | mult argue, thatthere being atinÞ, when they were nor, 
| needs they mult want a caule firſt co ſubliſt ; being not by 
| themlelues,orfor themſelues alone, but carrying a mutuall , 
| reſpect each to other : ſuppoſe the heauens co the earth, -Þ 
| theearthco the heavens, the faculty to the obieR, the ob= 2 
| leftto the faculty : this muſt needs inforce,thart they could : 
| notthus ſeverally ordainethemſelues, bur that there was 
| lomeother extrinſecall cauſe, which knowing both, and ts, 
| making both,appointed each for other, To conclude,that ' 
 ynreafonal;le creatures ſhould mooue, according to the 
rules 
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rules of reaſon, and ſuch as want vnderſtanding, ſhould 
be guided by the direRtion of an vnderſtanding; this muft 
needs argue that ſome intelligent cauſe did firſt ordaine 
them, which now preſerues them in their naturall courſe. 


This in briefe is their anſwer ;for they intimate thus T1, peafts ac. 
much, the Creatures acknowledge themſclues to be no knowledee a 
morethen cffeAs, they pointed out acauſe, an intelli- God, and deny 

ent cauſe, Here then we muſt exclude blind fortune, for 21! fortune, 


that things by great-chance fhould fall into ſuch an excel- 
lent order, reaſon it ſelfe ſeemes to oppoſe. it, which admits 
no fortune, but deemes it as a baſe-borne childe of igno- 
rance: which if wee ſhould yeeld, it would rather prooue 
the cauſe of diſorder and confufion, and it would yndoub- 
tedly imply a-contradiQtion, to aſcribe the workes of fore- 


fight and prouidence vnto a blind-guide. 


Thus then the Creatures being true, reall, poſiriue ef. 
fects, they ſeeme to confefle, or rather to challenge vnto_ 
themſclues a true, reall, poſitive efficient cauſe , which in 


_ effetisto acknowledge 4 God, 4 Maker, And this their 


knowledgement of God, as it is fitly gathered fromthe 


Creatures, ſoitis inverity and intruth no lefſe then ana- The nawuratl 
turall implicit faith of the Creatures:all of them teſtifying implicire faith 
the ſame truth, doe in a ſort make one common confeffion of beaſts, 


of their faith; eAccedentemad Deum oportet credere quod 
fit Dems; this is the firſt article of their Creed,that they 
acknowledge a God;thus they cannot be iuſtly taxed with 
infidelity. Herein they farre exceed the Atheiſt , whe de- T 


nying his Maker , muſt therefore make himſelfe liue of <0 6e="pg the 


himſelfe, and ſo conſequently ſhould preſerue himſelfe. 
Surely of all others he is the greateſt and themoſt notable 
Impoſtor, denying the true God, he makes himſelfe God, . 


| for be made himſclfe.Bur 1 will as cafily beleeue, that man 


cither ſhould not be borne, or being borne, that he ſhould 

not decline in yeres, not be ſubicto ſorrow, eriefe, or in- 

firmity, and that he ſhquld neuer taſte of death or corrup- 

tion,as that he ſhould firſt ſubhR withoura Maker. | 
Thus then the Creatures agree that there is a God. 

C | Now 


The dumbe 
Creatures 
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| Nowletys heare whatother Teſtimony they giue of this 
| God;and looke how many Teſtimonies they giue of God, 
| ineffc& they rehearſe ſo many Articles of their Creed; 
| the firſt attribute of Godis, ve ſir wwe, as God ſpeakes of 

| bimſelfe: Ego Dems www , non habebis Deos alienos, & ee. 


confefle one | Let vs then enquire of the Creatures , whether they ac- 


God. 


TheCreamrts 


| knowledge one God, or will admit a plurality of gods in 
| their ſeruice. And heere vypon the firſt view and appea- 
| rance, they ſeemeynto meto cry andto teſtifie ove God, 
| oneGed, for all nature is direRed to one end: whereas if 
| there were many efficients, they would vndoubredly in- 
| tend their ſeuerall ends. The world is circular , which beſt 
| reſembleth the figure of one : all the ſtreames are reduced 
| toonehead-:all the degrees of things (till tend to the high- 
| eſt, there being in nacure a priority and poſteriority ; Euery 
| gouernimene rends andends in a Monarchie; Nature will 
. | notendure many competitors ; order and-decency require 

| asmuchin effect : All heat is reduced to one firſt heat; all 
| bodies to one firſt body. Philoſophy beats vpon this. 
| Axjome, that nature deſires to worke with the feweſt in- 


ſtruments, and therefore cuery thing is to be reduced to 


| thefeweſtprinciples. Inthe conſtitution of any thing,ſhe 
o_ but a couple; for the effeRing of any thing, one 
wi 


Ll ſuffice; toadmirof more, would rather hinder and 
diſtract the worke, then any way further or helpe the 
action. | 


Thus to acknowledge one God : the workemanſhip 


denythatthere and fabrike of the whole world will teſtifie as much, 
can be mary wherein the foot-ſteps and impreſſion of one and the ſame 


gods, 


God doe molt eminently appeare, all of them giuing ſuf- 
ficient demonſtration of one and the ſame wm and 
prouidence, which appeares alikein all, grounding all his 
workes, and all his ations, vponthe ſelfe-ſame principles 
and rules of his owne wifdome : there are not gods che 
Mountaines, gods of the Yalleys,gods of the Land, and 
gods of the Ocean: for the fiſhes of the ſea, the birds of 


teayre, the beaſts of thefield, haue a like faſhion and 
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| ſelfe bounds, nor cannot admit bounds from another, 
- wheh as there is nought but himſelfe; Being thus one, in- 


The Religion of dambe Creatures. 11 


forme for their outward feature, and alike inward inſtin& 
and providence for their courſe and direCtion, which fimi- 
litude of nature muſt needs proceed from one and the 
fame ground of wiſdome ; the voice and verdit of nature 
will likewiſe reftifie as much, which being re admic ſome 


 infinit power , tranſcending reaſon, andthe courſe of all - 


Creatures, will therefore tic it ſelfe ro admit of the leaſt 


inconuenience, rather of one then of a multitude. 


Heere is the ſecond Article of their faith ; as they ac The Crncnans 


knowledge a God, ſo they acknowledge but one God, point one 


and therefore they worſhip the true God. Thus the inui- God,as the 
fible God viſibly appeares in the viſible Creatures ; their firſt mooucr, 


multitude altogerher concurring to one end, betokens the 


vnity of their Maker, which Maker being thefirſt and ſole 
efficient cauſe,needs we muſt conceiue in him, wharſoeuer 
belongs to a firſt moouer ; Now behold how many ex- 
cellent attributes of God doc iſſue out of this one ground, 
and are hence difcouered, as wee confider God to be the 
firſt cauſe and moouer. 

Suppoſe for his owne abſolute neceflity, that being the Hence is im- 
firſt, he muſt ſub6iRt of himſelfe, and can doeno leflethen plied Gods 
ſub, and therefore ſubliſt from eternity. And thus ſub- "<<< fly, 
fiſting of himſelfe, he muſt be immutable and vnchangea- Immutabiliry, 
ble in himſelfe, that he may likewiſe hold out foreternity. £,ay 
Being thus the cauſe of himſelfe , hee muſthauethe bet oo 
and moft abſolute _ ; And this being muſt needs be 


infinic,fince he is of himſelfe , and cannot preſcribe him- Bonity, - 


Infinity, 


finit, and from eternity, he muſt be without mixture or 


compoſition, pwrus attus,moſt pure and fimplein his owne Simplicity, 


nature : for hecre were not diuers ingredients, which being 
firſt fimple in themſelues, might afterwards compound 
him; And as he is without compoſition, ſo he cannot ad=- 
mir diverfity of parts, which doeindeed ariſe onely from Without ya- 
a compoſition, wich parts in reſpe of themſclues ſhould ricty of party, 
be more or lefle perfe , when as the wholeDeity is in- 

C 2 finitly 
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tied and annexed to the diuerfity of parts , andtherefore 


cultics. 
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 finitly perfe&, and cannot admit degrees of compariſon, 


Being thus without compoſition, or diuerfity of parts, 
he cannot admit variety of faculties, which ſeeme.to be 


| thoſe many ſeuerall perfetions which appeare in the 
| Creatures , they are but one abſolute perfection in God, 
| Thus the wiſdame of God is the power of God,the power 
| of God is the will of God, the will of God is the iuſtice 


_ of God, the iuſtice of God, is the mercy of God: all theſe 


| attributes can admit no difference betweene themſclues, 
| andalltheſe attributes are bur one and the ſelfe-ſame God, 
| thoughto vs, both for our apprehenſion, andin reſpect 
| of Gods ations, they ſcemeto be diuers and diſtin, yer 
| aretheylinked,and together incorporated in that one and 


| infinitnatureof God, which cannot admit a varicty. Thus . 


| farreof God in himlfelfe : and all.chis we muſt ſuppoſe in 
| a firſt cauſe or mooner : and all this, it isno lefle in effect, 
then a natural! implicit faith of the Creatures, as they dee 
| neceſſarily point out and demonſtrate this firſt cauſe or 
' moouer, 


Now in reſpect of the Creatures, nothing can be wan- 


| | tingtoGod, which was neceſſzrily required tor the worke= 


dome. 


| manſhip. Suppoſe-an infinit wiſdome in conttiuing the, 
| worke, which otherwiſe would aske an infinit time of de- 


| liberation, as I may ſo ſay, a world of conſultation were 
| requiſit for the framing of this world, wereit not ſupplied 
| inan inſtant by the infinit wiſdome of God, which wiſ- 
| dome more eſpecially and immediatly appeares in the 
| comprehending and ynderſtanding of himſelfe..Secondly, 


| having once laid downe the plor-forme, then ſucceeds a 
| moſt abſolute freewill in bounding and diſpoling his 
| owneactions. Thirdly,intending to create,and being re- 
| ſoluedof themanner, then followes an #nfiniz power to put 


Freewill. 


Power. 


Prouidence, | 


all in execution, Fourthly, hauing once finiſhed the worke, 


_ neceſlary itis, that there ſhould be a continuance of the 


{ame infinit wiſdome, will, and power, in his Providence, 


| for the continuance and preſeruation of his workes. 
EF PE FT, The 
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The Creatures can no more preſerue themlclues, then 
at ficſt ſubſiſt of themſelues, and therefore they want a 
. continuall concourſe,and ſweet influence of this firſt moo. 
uer : for asit is a property of God to be independent, ſo 
it is a property of Creatures to be alwaies deperfienc; and 
this ſerues as a bridle to curbe them, beſides the ouer-. 
ruling power and prerogatiue which God reſerues in him- 
ſclte, whereof I will not difpute. = 
See here how many excellent attributes of God are diſ- 
couered by the information and inſtructions which'wee 
haue from the Creatures ; theſe are the Articles of their Whereas here 
faith, and all theſe ariſe out of this one ground ( as the are many 
Schoole ſpeakes ) rattone, & neceſſirate catſalttatrs, as wee grounds wher. 
confider God to be the firſt cauſe and moouer, Alas,1 Y an eons 
ſhould be infiaic, if I would proceed io this ſubiect ro ole 4 God: 
ſpeake of God, onely ſo farre forth as the Creatures doe | 
teſtifie of God, which ineffeCt is their faith;bur I will paſſe 
this ouer : yet giue meleauec to paſſe my cenſure ypon it, 
Andita & approbata ſunt omnia : ypon due exami- 
nation I finde them to be ſound and Orthodoxall, I can- 
not taxe them with Atheiſme or Hereſi1e, but what they 
ſay or teſtifie of God, it is moſt true; onely with this de- 
fect, thatthey ſay not enough; nature cannot be raiſed 
aboue nature; the myſteries of grace fall not within the 
compaſſe of naturall bounds. Why, thus there are de- Natures reſti- 
=_ of faith amongſt vs: weſee burin part, wee know mer nh Forge | 
utin part, all cannot conceiuermyſeriesalike, andthe ,, 1 ;ngmci. 
moſt faithfull man may truly ſay, Lord, 1 beleene, Lord, helpe en, 
my onbcliefe. And thus it is with the Creatures, what they 
teſtifie of God, is moſt true, but they teſtifie notenough, 
yet what they teſtifie not, itis not out of frowardnefle, 
or that they are hard of beliefe, bur iris for want of capa- 
city : here then they are ſufficiently excuſed; sJ:: 
 Excuſed I fay,in reſpe&of themſelues,but whether any 
wrong or iniurie be done vnto vs,this is a queſtion ; for if 
the Creatures propoſe ynto vs this knowledge of God as 
aperfeQrule of our faith, to _ we ſhould not __ 
pp, : | bue 
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bo oor _ have no more faith then they, this were dangerous; for to 


knowledge admit this, were to oppole and contradi@ all the myſte- 
appeares by | ries in religion , which are not diſcovered by their light; 
the teſtimony 1(1;c were in effetto ſeduce vs, to make vs of Chriſtians, 


ofnature.  mneere naturalls ; Indeed they haue already too farre pre 


' uailed on our pafſions andon our affections, that we are 


|| almoſt growne ſenſuall and beaſtly, like vnto them, as if 
| we were of their commcn-wealth ; bur if they ſhall prefle 

| further ypon ys, to worke vpon our ſoules, our conſciens 

| | ces, and our vnderftandir:ys, to intice vs to be of their 
faith, of their Church, of their religion, to make vs meere 

' naturals, like to themſclues, this were moſt intolerable. 


' So'then the queſtion remaines, whether the Creatures, or | 
' nature, I meane, in the Creatures, or that which is the 


' ſame in effe& , whether naturall reaſon proceeding 

- ypon naturall grounds, whether theſe ſuppoſing their 

| owne ability in the fulneſſe of Gods knowledge, ſeeme 

| to exclude grace, or otherwiſe in the weakeneſle 

of their knowledge, ſhewing their owne inſufficiency, 

 ſeeme onely to make way, and ferue as an introduction to 

| grace? It is a queſtion indeed, in my iudpement, of all 

| others moſt worthy to bereſolued : for in cffcRir implies 

Theground the whole ground and foundation of all our myfteries, 
ofall the m-y- and ir ſtandsrhus; whether by the light of our owne na- 
Reriesin Reli: turall reaſon, we arc to belecue no more of God, then ap- 
E102. _. | peares in the Creatures ; or whether the ſame light of 
\.] our owne naturall reaſon will informe vs, that there are 

| other greater myſteries to be received of God, more then 

| thoſe natural attributes, which are diſcerned by his works? 

| Foryour fatisfaQtion herein, you may be pleaſed to yn- 

_ derſtand; thatwhat knowledge wee haue of Godby the 

| lighrof our naturallreaſon, iris nor deriued immediatly 

TEEN k from God himſclfe, but by a refleRion, onely ſo farre 
ills difonr-- foorth as Godis diſcernedinthe glaſſeof his Creatures; 
ned by their NOW this is arulein all arts, that no cauſes can fully, exaQly 
effcas. and totally appeare in their effects, ar hauing firſt a pro- 
per 
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the place of his birth,the place of his dwelling, his means, 
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per nature allotted to themſelues, before they were ordai- 
ned to aRion:firſt,they are in themſclues, before they come = 
co relation, ſo that for the knowledge of caules inthem- 
ſclues, there muſt be ſome further ſearch and inquifſition, 
more then the effefts demonſtrate : this ſhall appeare, by 
conlidering the diucrſity of cauſes, which I will ſuppoſe to 
be of three ſorts. 1 

Firſt, naturall cauſes : and theſe are not ſufficiently dif- jq,,,,.n 
cerned by their owne naturall effeRs :( FA ) by thenature cauſes. 
and properties of a weed, you cannot di{couer the whole 
nature, and properties of the Sunne or the carth;for the in- 
ward nature and the outward aQions, are not alwaies of 
like extent, nor doethey agree in all accidents — _ 

More eſpecially this will appeare in yoluntary cauſes, Voluntary 
that they cannot totally be diſcerned by their workes, cauſes, 
when as the limitation of the worke , . and thediuerſitie | 
of the worke proceeds, not.from the neceſſity of the 
nature, bur depends vpon the free will of the Maker. 

Thus one and the, ſame voluntary cauſe brings foorth 
various and different effe&ts, and therefore cannor 
imprint her whole and perfe&t image in all. Thus if man 
were knowne by his workes, we ſhould neuer make ſearch 
for malefaRtors, bur every one ſhould inſtantly appeare. 
Now there are yet other cauſes, and theſe are of a dif- Supernatucall 


ferent nature,and condition: ſuppoſe the Angelicall ſpirits, ©29ſs. | 


and the materiall world ; God and the Creatures, a ſpiri- 
ruall Deity and acorporeall worke, hec differwnt toro calo, 
differunt pluſquam gewere: how is it poſſible then, that the 
one ſhould fully and perfeQly diſcouer the other? Thus 
ina word to make application of all, God being a cauſe, a 74, , pplica. 
yoluntary cauſe, a cauſe of another nature, ſurely the tion. 
whole yertue , and power of the Deity cannot be diſcer- 

ned or laid open by the workes of the Deity. E.g. By the An inſtance, 
building of this houſe though the skill of che workeman 
ſufficiently appeares, yer you cannot informe me of his 
2ge, his name, ſtature, ſtrength, condition, complection, 


his © 
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| his maintenance, and none of all theſe will euer appeare 


| by the worke : and thus it befalls the Creatures in refe. 


How nature 
directs ynro 
g1ace, 


renceto God, they ſet forth indeed many excellent at- 
tributes of God, yetthey doe not intend to, giue vs full ſa- 
tisfaCtion in the knowledge of God ; but in humility 
 ſcemeto confeſle, that there is ſomething in the Deity, 


which appeares not in the Creatures, and therefore in 


their owne want and defeR, they referre ys to Gods owne 


reuelation of himſelfe, 


For in our knowledge of God, the Creatures are not 


| our bounds , bur ſerue onely to point out a Deitie, and 
; thento cry, Plus vitra, plus witra, and foto leaue to God 


Nature will | 
not trelpafle 
beyond her 


owne bounds. 


' himſelfe, ſending vs fromthe outward ſhop of his workes, 
' tothe inward ſchoole of his words , from the theatre of 
' the Creatures, to the ſanCtuary of his dwelling , there ts 


learne a new leſſon inthe knowledge of God, Hereis ano- 


' ther atticle of their faith, another Teſtimony of God, in 

| effe they confeſſe that God being incomprehenſible, 
| bhecannot be comprehencded in his workes: hence pro- 
| Ceeds their ſubmiſſion, . conſidering their owne weake- 
\neſle, and the infinit diſtance betweene God and them- 
 felues,they will not dare or attempt to diſcouer the whole 
| Deity,nor will they iuftly be taxed with curioſity, but con- 
' tent themſelues with ſuch a competent meaſure in the diſ- 
| couery of Gods knowledge, as their owne nature is 
| capeable. 


Thus then the Creatures not fully revealing God, there 


| is ſome place left for a further knowledge of God, and to 


Reaſcn gives 
way to mylte: 
ries. | 


| this end there muſt be ſome further ſearch and inquiſition 


made after God; here then is opened a gap to letin all the 
myſteries of our Chriſtian faith and religion : ſuppoſe the 


 eternall generation of the Sonne,the admirable proceſſion 


| of the Spirit,the glorious and indiuifible Trinity , the mi- 


She neither 
reucales,nor | 
impugnes 
them, 


- raculous incarnation of the God-head, and thelike. Na- 
| ture indeed cannot reueale theſe myſteries, and being once 


revealed, nature cannot contradict them ; ſhe canneither 
propole nor oppoſe them; for as all contrarictics are in 


the 
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the ſame kinde ſuppoſe heat to coldneſſe, moyſlure to 


drought, and thelike (theſe are qualities of the ſame kind) 


ſoin our vnderſtanding, all oppoſition muſt be bertweene 
things of like nature; bur if {ecrets and myRteries be of 
another kinde, of a different nature, of a different world, 
and therefore of a different ſpeculation; then ſurely one 
and the ſame ground of reaſon which is fitted and pro- 
portioned to this our preſent ſtate and condition, cannot 
equally ſuffice both, much lefſe impugne and oppoſe | 
thingsfarre aboue and beyond her reachand capacity. So 
then,for the right vnderſtanding of myſteries which are WD: 
; of a different kind, we muſt expect a reaſon of a different The neceſlity 
kinde,whuch in effeCt is a ſanRifying grace,Gods holy Spirre offanen, 

to guide vs. | | | 

And to this end confider how abſurd were it, that man 

ſhould haue no other teachers, or inſtructors in the know- 


ledge of God, bur only the dumbe Creatures, which muſt DR a0s+ 


tures Cannot 


\- beadmitted, in caſe we had no other knowledge of God, be theſole 


bur onely of ſuch attributes,as are diſcerned by his works; teachers of | 
how improbable is it, that reaſon ſhould haue no other an concer- 
information , but onely from ſence and ſenfible obiets, 228 God. 
euen concerning ſuch things, which infinitly tranſcend and | 
are aboue all reafon,and all ſence,as if aman ſhould too 
downeto lay hold on ſuch things, which are indeed abouc 
him,and beyond his reach ? F : 
Thus in humility the Creatures acknowledge their 
owne bounds; as bounds in their ſubſtance, boundsin 
their power; ſo bounds in their knowledge; they will 
not treſpaſſe. beyond their bounds, they will not incroach 
vpon myiteries, which Rtandiog a farre off, belonging to 
acother world, and therefore farre remote from the view _ . 6=nF 
of nature. We want a /anttsfying prace, like a proſpeRiue 97 feaion cic- 
glaſle to diſcerne them. Thus at Is out nar in ace t=anw gg 
reſpect of naturall chivgs; the ſunne andthe ftarresmuſt g;;jon, 
firti ſend downe alight,and without their owne light, they 
cannot be diſcerned ; ſo God himſelfe muſt fitft giue a 
teflimony of himſelfe , and then: inlighten our hearts, for 
D _  recejuing 


Oy 


a BS; papnapda rn EAR - 


1s The Religionof dumbe Creatures. 


'mony,he cannot be reuealed, | 
| Thus to conclude, though the Creatures , or naturel 
Naturallrea. |mcane inthe Creatures,or that which is the ſame in effeR, 
ſonacknoww. though naturall reaſon proceeding vpon nacurall grounds, 
ledgethmy- | though theſe doe not diſcouer our myfteries in particular, 
ſeries 1 ge- | ver in generall they ſceme to imply thar myſteries there 
ncrall.  are,nature ſeemes to confeſle that there is a power aboue 
nature, and this power didchen appeare in the firſt infti- 
 tution of nature; reaſon ſeemes to acknowledge that all 
faculties hauing their owne proper bounds , ſhe her ſelfe 
' cannot be without bounds, and therefore many things 
| there may be and are beyond the comprehenſion of reaſor., 
| Thus much in generall. | : 
Supernatural Now for proofe and confirmation of our myſteries in 
workes con» | particular, we doe not require their teſtimony, for we haue 
firme ſuperna; grther greater proofes then theirs, and therefore we will 
tucall words. | 2.ferhemof that labour: they hauethe workesof nature 
| toteftifiethe God of nature. We haue workes aboue na- 
| ture, miracles beyondall naturall cauſes, to teſtifie our 
| myſteries aboue nature : they hauea Creation for their be. 
| ing; aprovidence for their preſcruation, &c, we haue an 
 eternall preſcience, an immurable decree, prophecies and 
predictions, fore-telling future cuents, cogether with the 
full accompliſhing of theſe prophefies; in a word, they 
haue the voice ot nature; we haue the teſtimony of the 

God of nature. 


ThisI ſpeake,looking tothe generall nature, yetit can- 
| Not bedenied, bur by a particular charge,as it were a ſpe- 
Reaſon diſcer- cjall Commiſſion, ſome Creatures may likewiſe be truely 
_— pun and properly (aid to giue ateſtimony, and to confirme our 
notgainzfay Myſteries of grace; tor the ſame Godis God both of na- 
the ſecret my. ure and grace, he hath laid the foundation of grace 1n 
ſteriess | the ground-worke of nature : as grace doth ſanCtifie na- 
| ture, {o nature ſupports grace ; as grace workes by nature, 
ſo nature may beare witneſſe to the working of grace. 
Thus all miracles, what did they argue, burthat the Crea- 


cures 


receiuing this teſtimony, and without this his owne teſti< _ 


res 
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rures changing their owne nature, did therein ſhew their 
obedientiall power to be at his command and direCtion, 
 whofirſt appointed their nature, who can change and alter 
their nature, and now workes aboue and beyond nature; 
theſe workes ſurmounting nature, his words may likewiſe 
ſurpaſſe nature. Thus myfteries aboue natnrall apprehen- 
Gon, areno more incredible then workes abour naturall 
power ; both carry the ſame ſtampe, and are ofthe ſame 
mint, they giuecredit and teſtimony to each other. Mira- 
cles we diſcerne by ſence, we acknowledge ir. reaſon, to 
be ſuch as indeed they are, miracles beyond all naturall 
power, Then preſently our faith not carried with a vaine 
credulity, not ſeduced with ſophiſtry, but being truly in- 
formed of the workes, preſemly ſhe Roopes in humility 
'and hearkens tothe words,and therein ſhe acknowledget 
myſteries , myſteries. beyond mans reaſon and compre= *', 
henſion, 

Thus it ſhould ſeeme, that ſome Gianthke Devty, by his Reaſon, 
workes, by his words hath made knowne vneo the world, 
that his power and his wiſdome ſurpaſſeth all naturall 
bounds, while the Creatures ſhewing in themſeclues the 
effes of his power , doclikewiſe point out the depth of \ 
his wiſdome , and hereby conclude an infivit power, an 
infinit wiſdome , both which cannot admit mans weake 
oppoſition or diſputation , butrather ſhould worke in vs admiration, 
admiration,aſtoniſhment and ſilence. Faith, 


For as in miracles,the dumbe Creatures,notwithRanding yy;..j ® 


theicnaturall inclination, yet arethey auer-ruled by Gods prouc wyſte- 
power : ſo in myſteries, man, notwithſtanding his naturall ries. 
wrangling, and contentious wit, andthe ſcrupulous curio- 
ſity of his owne minde, yet'muſt he ſubmit himſelfe co 
Gods words. Thus the power manifeſted, ſerues as aſcale 
to the will reucaled : miracles proouethe truth of myRe- 
ries;the one our naturall reaſon may eaſily ſee, and diſcerne; 


and theſe being diſcerned, doe prooue the infallible truth 


of the other. 
This by way of digrefſion : for this is extraordinary vn- 
T7 D 2 _ uſuall, 
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uſuall, and therefore onely incident to ſome few of them, 
according to times, place, and occaſions, Come we then 
to their generall faith, which I call che naturall faith of the 
Creatures, which faich implies the whole knowledge 


of God, whereof the Creatures informe vs, how farre by 


theic direRion wee may proceed in Gods knowledge, and 

where we muſt deſiſt. This knowledgeof God being fly 
The naturall o3thered fromthe Creatures, can be no lefle then a natu- 
- - -+>ragh rall implicit faich of the Creatures ; all of chemreftifying 
ures, theſame truth, doe ina fort make one common confeſfion 
of their faith, they ſay their Creed cogether,as we doe; this 

is enough, to ſaue and excuſe them from the imputation 

of infidelity : for children doe no more in their baptiſme, 
whom notwithſtanding we know.to be in the number of 


| 


Gods faithfull people. 


The ſcuerall | Faith doth not alwaies imply the aCtuall furrendring 
kindes of faith. vp of our wills and\conſents, but ſometimes an habit or 
forme; neither is euery faich,a iuftifying faith : bur there is 

a teſtifying faith , an hiſtoricall fairh ; yea, ſometimes an 

impuratiue faith ; and there being ſo many kindes and de- 

rees of faith,I pray be nor ſo vacharitable, as to make the 


poore dumbe Creatures infidels, 


| Dumbe Crea. | For there is a wiſdome of nature, there isa knowledge 


tures may as indumbe beaſts, they know theirtimes and their ſeaſons, 
well be ſaid ro their manner of working, and what isfit and agreeable to 
_ _ as theſtate of cheir bodies ; 2nd why may there not be ana- 
ewie0g® turall faith inthem, as well as a naturall wiſdome and 
knowledge? for theie ſeeme to be as properto man as his 

faith; yetthefe we aſcribe to dumbe beaſts, though they 

wanta reaſonable diſcourſe: and why may we not as well 

yeeld vmto. thema faith, not a {anRtifying, but a naturall 

faich?for I will not exceed the bounds of nature in them: 

their faith is an hiſtoricall faich, or a teſtifying faith ; for 


the God ofnature. 


Surely they haue a faith, and what is more, they preach 


. thisfaithynto vs, together with many morall inſtruRions, 


Sn rr oP 
Y 


this their naturall faith ſerues onely to giue teftimony to - 


PF and. 


IIS. 
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and many good admanitions,they are,I confeſſe, very lear- The dambe 


ned preachers, and doe exceedingly ediftie, torthey were 
able to (trike the yery heathen ( who were without the 
knowledge of the true God) with wonder-and amaze- 


ment : the moſt dumbe and ſencelefſe Creatures beare 


witneſle and teſtifie of God, The beanens declare the 


Creatures 
preach their 
faith varo v3: 


glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth his handyworke : one 


day telleth another and one night certificth another.Thus they 


inttruQ vs, while they catechizeeach other; and as we ex- 


hort them to praiſe God, ſo they exhort vs, that what is 
wanting in them , they may ſupply ir in vs:( here is their 
cunning:) they are dumbe, therefore they. make vs their 
Aduocares,their inſtruments and ſpokeſmen, mF a vic our 
rongues to ſer forch Gods praile, giuing vs occalion ,an 
_ ftirring vs vp topraiſe him, our praiſe becomes theirs, and 
their praiſe is madeours; wee are their God-fathers to 
make the confeffion of their faith ; : they are our remem- 
brancers, & ſerue as the ſeales of ourtruth. And chus there: 
is not onely a communion of Saints, but 4 communion of 
Creatures , which ioyne together in one-naturall ſeruice 
of God; as wepartake with them in ſubſtance, ſo we may 
ioyne with them, or rather learne of chem, the commmen- 
dations of God. { | 
Thus muchof their faich:wherein if I haue beene ſome- 
what obſcure, I pray remember the nature of faith, which 
is.of things invifible, and fo from: theic faith and teftimo-' 
.nies of God,'come we then to theirpraiers, and praiſes of 
God. It is not onely proper ro Angels co be continually 
bufied in praifing and magnifying of God, ſinging their 


Hallelniah, e&&c.ibut euen the moſt dumbe Creatures par- 


4 


take in this ſeruice, and beare their partzin rhis ſong, 


though nor ir fuch an excellent manner. This isnatures - 


daily raske and imployment : for whar is natural to things 


in generall, therein nature cannot be wanting to her ſelte, 


bur muſt firſt know and acknowledge her owne proper- 
wm collenedat opus ,” that the 


ties, within her” ſelfe $:#ar!sficexs 


workeſhould praiſe and commend the: workeman, Ttake- 


D:3 , it 


q Anerxhorting 
.vs, they praiſe 


Godby vs. 


As Angels,fo 
dumbe Crea- 
tures contings 


ally praiſe 


God. 
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Lord. Thus wherefocuer ye diſcerne the worke, you can- 
tot exclude the workeman,, both are of like extent, ſince 
to be, andto be theeffets of his power, both are alike in- 


ſex a-able from the Creatures; who vpon the fiſt view 


and appearance doe plainly ſhew, that what they are in 
themlclues, this they haue from their Maker ; their per- 
_ fe&ion ſpeikes his excellency ; their conrmuance, his eter- 
/ nity ; if they haue ought praiſe worthy in themſelues, this 
makes for his praiſe, who is moſt worthy of all praiſe, 
though we moſt ynworthy to ſet forth this praiſe. 
Confider then in the Creatures in generall : Firſt,their 


'Theparteri. Prop and bounded nature, together with ſo great va- 


on ofthe ity and perfeRion in their owne kinde. Secondly, in 


Creatures, this nature,ſuch excellent properries, affeions, and acci= | 


dents which doe ſo well agree with the nature. Thirdly, 
from this nature; fuch ftrange and wonderfull. apparitions 
 andeffeAts. Fourthly, by this nature ſuch an excellent 
order,and proportion both in themſclues, and to the whole 
Vniuerſe. Fifthly , through this nature, fuch a conflancy 
and'perſcucrance in keeping their due courſe; in perfor- 


mipg their duty; ſeruice and miniſtry ro man. 
How Crea- O excellent Artiſt, that could' ſo ſweetly tune nature 
rures praiſe to make ſuch a melody, where there is ſuch a concent and 
their Maker. apreement oneuery fide; the parts to the whole,the whole 
to the parts, cachto it ſelfe, all to the Maker ! O excellent 
melody ! here is neither found, nor yoice'to the eare, yet 
a moſt {weet and delectable harmony, a muſicke of nature. 
Doe not then harken wich your eares, butliſten with your 
mingces,andin ſtead of nores, conceiuethis ditty :3e fing 

the praiſe of onrt: Maker. Lhapot 6 ot aus 
The temple of This praiſe and ſeruice of God:ſeemes to reſemble our 
the Creatures Mentall prayer: for it is inward,ſecrer, and confifts only in 
andcbeir Lei- Meditation, Come we then to their vocall prayers, which 
turgic, _ Ineffect is our Leiturgy or Church-ſeruice : and firft, be- 
| holdrhe magnificence of their Temple, which is the ma- 


v 


by 


it to be a ſcruice impoſed , or an homage done to the 


tcriall world, the naturall Temple of God, a Temple made - 


vp our dulneſſe, and to fer forth Gods. magnificence, and 


- Avousinher words, then in her workes : Natwra mbilfecit 
fruſtra , natura nhil dicet fruftra. Then vndoubtedly in 
theſe cries, ſhe offers vp her prayers to her Maker. | 


 e&-letenm# inipſe:(the very beginning of our Morning Ser- 
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by Godffor himſelfe, and by himſelfe conſecrated to his 


ownevſe, where the heauens are the roofe, the carth is 

the footſtoole, and wherein nothing is wanting, which 

may {erue tor beauty and ornament : hereall the Creatures 

dayly attend, and are euer conuerſant in this Temple ; For: 

the Sparrow hath found her a houſe, and the Swallow a neſt, 

where ſhe may lay her young ones, enenthine Altars, O Lord 

Godof Hoſtes, my King and my God: Bleſſed are all they that 

dwell in thy Conrts, for they will ener be prayſing thee, Pſad. 

no or Eo wo i Ly 
"hn and comely ceremonies, which ſerueto ſtirre 


therefore are molt commendable invs,yetthey haue none ; They vſc no 
for they wantnone: in ſtead of them, they haue a truth ceremony, but 
and ſyacerity in theic ſeruice, withtour hypocrifie or diffi. #bſtance. 
mulation : they are not troubled or diſquiered in their 

owne thoughts ( as we are) tharthey ſhould beadmoni- 

hed by outward ceremonies : but they are like the Angels 

in heauen, wholly intent to their ſeruice, I would I could 

ſay as much for our ſelues. 3: 

Now liſten a while to their prayers: here euery creature = 
hath his ſound & his voice, Yox natwreinclemantis Domi- The prayers 
nem nature, The voice of nature calling upon the God of na- ® the Crea- 
tare. Nature is no foole, that ſhe ſhould babble and talke *****: * 
to her ſelfe, nor is there any other nature, with whom ſhe 


might haue conference ; ſhe is no more idle and ſuper- 


Now would you know the meaning and ſence of theſe +, _ Wo | 
prayers ? Surely I conceiue them to be to this or the like jncene of 
purpole. Yenite gnbilensns Deo noſtro,quifecit nos ,exnltemus prayers. 


uice)O all yee workes of the Lord, praiſe ye the Lord,bleſſe 
him,and magnifies him fer ener, Doe you yerrequire lome 
moreparticular notice, what they requeſt in their prayers? 
Trucly they pray in a ſtrangetongue , [never learnt their 


layguage; 
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24 The Religion of dumbe Creatures. 
language; yet this 1 can ſay for a truth in mine owne cx- 
perience: 14 46h 

That according to the diuerfity of | occaſions, you ſhall 
inde a difference in their prayers : intheirioy and mirth, 
you-may diſcerne their pleaſanc notes of thankfulneſſe: in 
their griefe and heauineſſe , you ſhall heare their ſorrow- 
full fighes, and groancs of complaints. Then it ſhould, 
ſeeme, naturebecomes a- petitioner : and to whom ſhould 
ſhe petition , but to that higher power which fits aboue 

nature ?. Though the dumbe | Creatures haue neither 

 ſpeechnor language among them , yer' their ſound is gone ' 
out into all-quarters : though their cries' be inarticulate, 
and ynſignificantto vs, yetare they-ynderfiood of their 
Maker ; he that ſcesthe ſecrets of -our hearts , can much 
more eafily diſcerne the intent of their prayers. 

-But in this their ſeruice; orprayers, doe they vie no 
meanes of deuotion ? haue they no reſpe& to Gods mag- 
nificence? but confuſedly doe mumble vp , or bellow our 
their prayers, as if with. their:crying, and roaring, God 
could be praiſed? which were indeed more to diſhonour 
God inthe manner, then to honour him in the ſeruice. 

They praiſe Herein,to give you full ſatisfaction, I ſay,that every thing, 
Godin the according tothe verermoſt extent of his own ability, doth 
beſt manner. offer yp his ſeruice to God in the moſt excellent manner. 
— Toinſtanceonly intheir Quier,or in their Church-mufick, - 
The Chorch- here you hauea fuli,perte&, and compleate Quier; ſuffici- 
muſicke of the cj SATAN 
Creatures, Er variety of yoices ; the licttle chirping birds, the Wren 
and the Robin, they ſing atreble; the Gold-finch, the 
Nightingale,they ioyne in the meane ; the Black-bird, the 
Thruſh, chey beare the tenour , while the foure-footed 
beaſts, 'with' their bleating and bellowing , they ſing a 
baſe: how other birdsſing in their order}, Ireferre you to 
the skiltull Muſicians: here is diverſity of muſicke , ſome 
_ haue their ſeuerall.notes, as if they ſung verſes alone, and 
did pawſe and keepe time like Queriſters, while others vſe 
their.continued ſongs, that all mightpleaſe with variety. 
Theſe ſongs arc fitted for euery ſeaſon , as if they had 


ſome 


The diverfity 
of their 
prayers, 


. 
0 
| 
| 
_ 


pe, 


they were in ſome ſolemne proceſſion, and did purpoſeto 
compaſle and circuit the whole carth, with their Ane 


themes and Letanies : ſcme ſing while they are flying, 


others make choice of the woods for their ſtanding, ſc me 
in the groves, ſome in the meddowes, ſome in the plaines, 
ſome on the houſe toppe : here are their voyces, Now for 
their inſtruments; me thirkes the rockes, the caues, and 
the woods, with a hollowneſle of their ſour d, like a mu- 
ficall infirument, ſend forth an Eccho, and ſceme to 
ynitetheir ſongs , together With the pleaſant noyſe inthe 
fall, and gliding of waters; the pretty , ſharpe whiflling of 
the winde,which ferues as a ground to their muſicke. 

And what is more, belecue ir, they obſerue their cano- 
nicall houres, as if they were ſome religious order, they 
haue their Jauds,their Matters, their Veſpers,in effc,they 
haue their Morning prayer, and.their Euening ſong, for 
theſe are the ſpeciall and the appointed times for their 
deuotion; neither will 1 conceale that which I haue ſo 
often obſerued ; ſometimes one bird prouokes another to 
ſing, then methinkesI heare the Churches Antiphona's, 
one ſide of the Quier anſwering-another,a cuſtome which 
hath anciently beene broughtinto the Church, according 
to the patterne and preſident of the Seraphims, 1/a.6, Et 
clamabant alter ad alterum , & dicebant; Santis, ſanlne, 
 Dommu Dew exercitunm. 


To conclude, how effeuall, and acceptable their yr, nowerful 
Pogo are, I will not demand of them, they may chance their prayers 
e fooliſh and partiall in their owne behalfe; herein atc, 


to 
take rather the teſtimony of God himſelfe, and thattothe 
pooreſt bird , which of all others we might ſuppoſe to 
be moſt negleCted , for it is a night-bird, melancholy, ill 


preſaping it bath a harſhnote, and it feeds vpon carrion, . 


and yet notwithſtanding the P/almift can teſtifie, P/al, 
147.9. E/cam dat pullis cornorum invocantilus enum , as if 
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ſome proper ſervice, ſcme colles appointed for thetime ; 


Thus they alter and varie accordirg to the quarters of the 
yere,the houres of the day,the coafis of the world;and as if - 
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Their variety 
of Anthems 


and ColleQs, | 


Their canoni- 
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The decs- 


logue of the 
 Cicarures, 


| The morall 


verwues of 


eumbe beaſts, 
. andthelike; I will forbeare co ſpeake, being verily per- 
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God kepta watch over the neſt , and did teach the young 
Rauens tocall ypen him, and in effect to ſay grace, and to 
give him chankes beforetherecciuing of their food. 

' Aftertheir prayers followes inthe next place, their de- 
calogue or law : and eruly;for the praCtice of their religion 
in their lives and conuerſations, which appeares inthe 
keeping and fulfilling of this decalogue or naturall law, I 
cannor. bur greatly admire them. They are till carried 
with the ſame courſe, which God firſt appointed; the 
Sunne keepes his iuſt houre of riſing, the Moone obſerues 
her certaine reyolutions , ſo all the dumbe Creatures, and 
all the beaſts of the field doe the like : you may afloone 
aboliſh cheir nature, as accuſe them for the breach of the 
hw of nature; they areled by their owneinftint, they 
haue no liberty of will co oppoſe, they cannot be re- 


 fraQtory, but arelike the Angels in heauen, ſealed andcon- 


firmed in their ftate and condition. Hereis their confor.- 
mity to Gods naturall law ; as farre forth as God hath gi. 
uen them alaw , they are ſurely led by the law , and . 
moſt ſanQified man can doe no more, bur according to 
the meaſure of grace that. is given him. Alas {1 ſhould 
ſhame our ſelues,if I ſhould ſpeake of our diſobedience, in 
reſpe of theirs. 

Heare then. howall thoſe natural! vertues appeare in 
them, how they are rooted and grounded in them, ſuppoſe 
temperance , iuſtice, ſobriety, induſtry , vaturall affection 


ſwaded that nature hath propoſed them vnto.vs, as pre- 
ſidenrs of cachvertue, that having giuen vs a rule, ſome 1n- 
clination in our ſelues co morall yertues, ſhe might annexe 
ſomeexample to that rule, the example of dumbe Crea- 
tures; that if we our ſelues, through the malignity of our 
wills, ſhould praiſe to aboliſh the law in our hearts 
(for ſo the cuſtome of finne takes away the ſence of linne) 
yer ftill chelaw might be reſerucd whole and entire, to. 
getherwith the exaQt.parterne and praRtice of the law, as 


I may ſo ſay, boakes of .ceports-in-the Creatures; and to 


th is 


this purpoſe I had madea long diſcourſe, but to enter vpon 
ic, I ſhould proue redious: therefore I will forbeare tomake 
any further mentionof this, which indeed js ſo cuident and 
palpable, as that it cannot admit a contradiQtion; 


From their law, come we then to their ſacrifice, which The 
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ſacrifice 


truely is as naturall as is cheir law: for ſacrifice is a pledge ofdumbe 
of our thankfulneſſe, which thankfulneſſe is a branch of Creatures. 


common iultice, this iuſtice is naturally ingrafted in all 
Creatures, that receiuing our ſclues from God, we ſhould 
offer vp our ſelues ynto God, or acleaſt, ſomething in lieu 
of our (clues, ſome quir-rent er fine in the acknowledpe- 
-ment of our Tenure , that we hold our ſelues from God, 


and therefore we are not at our owne diſpoſing, butmuſt . 


ſurrender vp our felues vnto God; ſotiatyou might as 
well exclude from nature, anaturall law, as todeny a facri- 
fige. Thus in generall, all things being ordained to Gods 
glory, they are likewiſe ordained fer his ſeruice, here is 
their ſacrifice, More particularly : Nothing init ſelfe;con- 
_ taines in it ſelfethe yſe and end of it ſelfe; bur hath fome 
reference beyond it ſelfe ( E.g. JDoth not every thing eua- 
porate,and impart ſome part of it ſelfe, ſuppoſe the flowers 
of the field in their ſweer ſmels; many Creatures with 
_ their incenſe and odoriferous perfumes: and what are theſe 
indecd but natures ſacrifices? 

Shall we yercome neerer, and ſhew how they partake 
in a true ſacrifice? Whar are the ſtones in the Temple, 
but indeed offered vpin ſacrifice? For it is not neceſſary, 


Theic various 


that all ſhould conſecrate , who attend at the Altar :all ,, 1;@cenc 
cannot be principals ; if the materiall temple will not ſuf- acrifiees. 


. fice,come we then tomans body, which is the Temple of 
Gods Spirit : and furely things ordained forthe vſe of this 
Temple, and the vſe conſiſting in their owne ſlaughter, 
they are indeed conſecrated and becomea facrifice. 

If bitherto you diſlike the meraphoricall or large figni- 
. fication , come we then to the firiteſt ſence, What were 
the ſacrifices of the Tewes, but indeed the offcring 


E. 3 were 


vpof Themuthof | 
dumbe Creatures? Then ſurely, theſe dumbe Creatures their ſacrifices. 
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23 Tye Religion of dumbe Creatures. 


were no ſinall part in the (acrifice, rhey cannot beexclu- 
ded; but theſe were only types and ſh1dowes of a true Sa- 
crifice; Come we then to that one and only rue Sacrifice, 
the facrifice of Chriſt: As we partake inhis ſacrifice, in re- 


gardof ournature,the man1ood of Chuiſt, ſoall the Crea- 
tures cannot be excluded inregard of one common mat- 
ter, or ſubſtance, inthe body of Chriſt; ſo thatin him, in 
him alone, the whole world, the great world in the little 
world, becomes a true and reall ſacrifice, 

And for Sacram-nts: Are not all the Creatures ſantti- 


fied for mans vie ? And what is this ineffeR , bur to be the 
viſible fignesof inuifible grace ? Suppole the toure Ele- 


ments. The fire, whea as God appeare( like fire in a 
bramble-buſh, and the Holy deſcenied in fiery tongues; 
The aire, when as Chriſt cogether with his owne breath, 
breathed out his Spirit : The water, 1n-0ur baptiim- : Tie 
earth,in her fruits; Bread and wine inthe Encnaciit Thus 
they ſhare ia our Sacraments, according ro the capacity of 
their nature: we aRiuely,they paſſtucly,all concurre inthe 


_ Sacraments, 


And to proceed yer further : Leſt thcy might ſeeme to 
faileintheend, and ſeope of religion , Itay, they are not 
alrogether without, hope; for what may: they not hope 
andexpect from God, whois io bounutull and magnift- 
cent in his rewards? theugh their ſeruice be a naturall 
ſeruice,a ſeruice aecefſarily unpoled,and that they can doe 
no lefle then ſerue himintheir owne kinde, yerictands 
with Gods douniy to reward their ſeruice. I ſay then,that 


_ they are not alcogether without hope ; for there isa na- 


turall hope,as /ob tpeaks, Job 14.7. Lignum ſipreciſumfue- 
rit,haber ſpem quoa rexire/cet:{oit I ſhould extend this na- 
turall hope,as an earneſt, or as an implicite hope,to a reno- 
uation of nature; this were no inconuenicnce, For cer- 
taincit 150t allthe dumbe Creatures, that atthe generall 
day of our Reſurrection, they likewiſe , though not in 
themſclues, yer in their owne elements and principles, 
(halbe renewed, Forthere ſhall be a new heauen and a 


new 
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new earth, that then they may be ficted for our yſe, as now 
in therime and ſtate of corcuprion, cheyſerueourpreſenc 
turnes and occaſions. Uh 

It chis ſeeme a ſtrange doctrine then,let thisreaſon con- Whatbe- 
firme it:Creatures were firſt created in Paradiſe. Then ſure- ©2975 of the 
ly they were not ſo much ordained for ſlaughter, and pr | 


nians vie, as for the ſerting forth of Gods glory. Now reRion, 


Of 


tince our fall , hey groaxe and traxect in paine together with 
vs unaer the burthen of oxr ſinnes, and our miſeries, the pu- 
1:/hments of ſiun*, Roms.8. 22, yet ill they continue inne- 
centin, them(eluzs , they are often imployed in Gods ſer- 
uice, alwaics prayſing God in their owne kinde, and ne- 
ucr incurre the breach of his law, but are patient, notwith=- 
ſtznding our immoderate and inordinat abuſe. Then ſurely 
by acoutle of 1uſtice, according to their manner, and the 
capacity of thzir owne nature, though not in themſclues, 
(char is)1n the fizrceneſſe, malignity and corruption of their 
nature, yet in their owae firit elements and principles, or 
as they haue now entred inco mans body, and are become 
parts of mans fleſh, all the Creatures in generall ſhall par- 
rake with ys,in our future intended renouation. 

Thus then we will ſay with /oſprah, 24.15. [and my 
hogſewillſerae the Lord : we and whacſocuer is ours,cither 
inwardly in our ſelues, or outwardly inour.ſ{ubſtance, we Th,;, religion - 
are all ar his ſeruice, euery one according to his power an js according to 
ability doth praiſe God,and hath his religion, if adefeRtiue their power, 
religion, Thea lookeco the power , and you ſhall finde ix © 
likewiſe defeRijue , for both arc ficted and proportioned + [08 
ro each ozher ;.innamwye, there is a faith of, nature, theres | "FE 
alaw. of nature; andywhere the natucall creature is capeable 
of grace, there are the myſteries of grace, the precepts and 
_ counſels of grace., ,. 44 

And thus without any figuce or mexaphore,,, the Crea- gyery thing 
cures may truly;be (ajd co-praiſe-God, ina kigde of reli- muſt hauca 
gious. worſhip and ſeruice; for wharſoeyer proceeds from religion, 
.Gadjrends to his. glory : heere is cheend. Now the way 
. muſt þe.agxcrable.co, this end. ; and theggfore whaytend 
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30 The Religion of dumbe Creatures. 
ro his glory, muſt needs runne inthe courſeof his ſeruice, 
whether nature or grace. If ye lay, that religion bepro- 
 perlytiedto a ſtate of grace ; Non eff litigananm de verbis, 
vbimn re connenimus , yet] amnot of that opinion, forT 
thinke it no abſurdity to fay,a natural religion. Thug all na- 
cions are ſaidro haue their religion,and yer we know, that 
moſt ofthem haue no morethen ſence,reaſon, and nature; 
and yet notwithſtanding, they haue a religion:then ſurely 
they haue onely ,a natura)l religion, which 'in effc& is 
no more, then the religion of dumbe beaſts, for nature ap- 
peares alike in them as invs: that which giues mansre- 
ligion a ſpeciall dignity and prerogatiue aboue the reli- 
gion. of dumbe beaſts,is onely this, that mans religion is 
not meerely naturall, and onely natural] , but there is an 
earneſt of grace toſanQifie the corruption of nature, my- 
ſeries of grace beyond the apprehenſion of nature, oor a 
certainty of hope beyond the expeRation of nature. 
And thus in generall, as there isa ſervice of nature, ſo 
in generall, we may well ſay that there is a kinde of natu- 
rall religion ; which notwithſtanding proceeding onely 
from nature, it cannot berayſed aboue nature , but muſt 
againereturne and end 'in'nature, and being by the neceſ- 
ſity of their nature, ic is therefore a ſeruice which requires 
no fiirther reward, but onely ſcrues as a motiue and ex- 
ample to vs. | 
And thus far of the naturell ſeruice of God in dumbe 
Creatures, which IcalltheReligion of dumbe Creatures; 
now briefely to conclude, three thirigs there are wherein 
I doe much defire to give you contenement. Fuft, whether 
this meditation| may be thought vaine and needleffe. 
Secondly , how farre it may ſeeme ſtrange or aParadoxe. 
Thirdly , what good' vic may be made of it + for the firft, 
whether this be a yaine mediration, T pray trace it by de- 
ces : the faith of 'the Creatures, 1 did ſuppoſe to be that 
knowledge of God, which is gathered from the Crea- 
tures, as muchin cffe&,as the naturall or reaſonable man 
can know of 'God. Now whereas of all ſciences, the 
| | Meraphy- 
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Metaphyſicks hauc cuer beene held the moſt excellent, this 
yery ſubieis the principall part of the Meraphylicks ; by 
confideration hereof, the heathen Philoſophers haue beene 

ſtrangely tranſported, and rauiſhed, and boa burſt foorth 
Into thele or the like exclamations and inuocations of 

God : Ems entinn, primus motor, prima intelligentia, 

meg ny natura, immenſa infinitas, principium ſine princs- 

pio,fc. | 

Secondly, after their faith ; how the dumbe Creatures Narurall Phi. 

doe praiſe God intheir owne nature, it their paſſions, in loſophy. 
their affeRions; or if theſe be ſecret and hidden from man, 

then according to the imication of man, how they praiſe 

God in. their voyces, in their ſounds, which are the out- 

ward gnes, and ſymptoms of their owne inward nature. 

This belongs to the Phylickes, andis in effeR, the whole 

ſcope and intent of all narurall Philoſophy. 

- Thirdly, for their law which ſ{cerues as a guide to dire& Morall Phi. 
chem ; which law is written in their hearts, praRtiſed in * ophy. 
their actions, in ſo much that in them, we may ally read 

_ the charaters of this law,the very puretext of .the law of 
nature withoue any corrupt gloſle : this is in effeAtthe  , 
whole ground and foundation of all morall Philoſophy. 

Fourthly,for the ſacrifice and Sacraments of Creatures, Theology. 
when we conſider how the dumbe Creatures are ſanQi- 
fied, and prooue to be Sacramentalia, fit to enter intothe 
Holieſt wi; Holies, to be vnto.yys as meanes and conduit- 
pipes of grace, which ſceme to imply, that nature and 
grace being npw incorporated,there was ſurely ſome Dei- | 
ty incarnate,by yertue wherof, the whole materiall nature 
is combined to the Spirituall nature ; not by conſangui- 
nity, but by alliance, by the nuprtials of thoſe two natures 
in his oneperſon, who was both perfet God and pert 
Man ; this is a moſt deepe and profound myftcrie in. 424 
Theology,and thus you cannot condemne this Meditation How all ſcien- | 


as vaine and needlefle. 0 cap gy oe. 
| Neither can it ſceme ſo ſtrange,or aparadox:for takethe —_ = -_— 
bookes of Philoſophers, and fuch as haue written of the Non 


Cre2- 


712 The Rel; pion of dumbe C reatures. 


Creatures in generall,'and ſuffer me to prefixetheſe words 
inthe hoy Wl A Toxe princ1pis-m, or In Dei xemine; 
's which are the ſame in effe&t, Then giue me leauetoturne 
Ki . ouertheleaues,andto thelaftlines,in ſtead of Firz,or Ex- 
phicit to adioyne theſe words, as alabell orcodicill tothe 
worke, Ad Dei gloria: & both theſe nature implies:for firſt 
there muſt be a workeman, then the worke muſt be dj- 
reed to ſome end. Now beſides the worke it ſeKe, no 
other end appeares but the workeman : things muſt then 
-xunne in a circle, from God,to God; God in the forefront, 
God in the vpſhot. And thus if you conſider the Creatures, 
berweene God and God, in Readof anaturall diſcourſe, 
here you haue arehigion,of nature. | 
Thus in'Chriſtian Religion, if our ceremonies were firſt 
invented by Pagans, ifour prayers were firſt compoſed by 
How this na- Heathen, yet ſtill we may lawfully vie them : for when we 
turall reli- prefixe, Innomine Pairis,& Fily, & Spiritus ſantti, or when 
gion and ve ſhut ypour prayers with Petr Chriſhum Dominum no- 
ludaiſme is re- A 
Juced to Chij» {7197 » hen Wee give them the tinQure of Chriftianity. 
ftianity. Thys with Dantas Plalmes, which are indeed the Plalmes 
> of the Tewes, when we cloze them vp with this period, 
l 3 Gloria patri & Filio & Spiritns ſantto,then we makerhem 
ours, and properly ours ; incffe&, we Chriſten them. And 
thus to confider the Creatures barely in themſelues, with- 
out reference to God, were a moſt imperfeQ knowledge ; 
but ſhew them their ciſcent and original}, from whence 
they proceed, ſhew them their right vſe, and the end of 
their progreſſe,and hcre in effect you haue compoted a na- 
turall religion. . fn 
Thiroly,for the vſe which we may make ynto our fclues 
of chis Religion of dursbe Creatnres, in a word it is this: 
i The Crea- Firſt, it ſerues to mcke vs aſhamed of our ſelues, that 
is rures make 4, While all other Creatures doe firiftly ſerue God: in their 
man aſhamed. © kinde, yet wee, thovgh more bound vnto God for 
the many bleſſings received, then they;though more eſpe- 
cially intended tor Gods {eruice, ſcein o all other Crea- 
tures {crue mar,and man alone is immediatly ordained for 


Gods 
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our blaſphemies be ſuch and fo great, as that fainethey 
would obſcure and eclipſe Gods glory : yet mavgre our at= 


tempts,and in deſpight of our malice, God ſhall be glo- | 


rified,as of the Angels aboue, ſoof the dumbe Creatures 
beneath : if men < 
tones will cry, Lake 19.40. 
Then in the laſt place let their ſeruice be ſome encou- 
ragement and motiue to ours, if we cannot attaineto the 
erfeftions of Angels: to offer vp our ſelues as a whole 
hs ſacrifice toGod; if we cannot approue our ſelues, 
as members of one Catholike Church,to ſerueGodin the 
vnRy of one faith, but that as the Eaſt hath formerly beene 
ſeparated from the Weſt, ſo is now the South fromthe 
North, as if with ſets and ſchiſmes , we were to quarter 
.out religion according to the coaſis of the world, and to 


divide Chrifts ſeamelefle garment among vs, hauing firſt. 


crucified the Lord of life : If in the courſe of Chriſtianity, 
we cannot agree in the very fundamentall points of reli- 
gion, bur are wholly ſeparated, ſo that neither one mother 
Church beneath, nor yet one heauen aboue can containe 
vs. Suppoſe that Chriftianity ſhould ceaſe, then I vs 
come to thetearmes of humanity, and defire to exceed all 
other Creatures , as well in vertue and dignity, as inna- 


all ceaſe to fing their He/awmnah, the. 


Theerawple 


of Creatures, 


15 an cxhorta- 
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 tureand condition, But if all faile, if all faile(as Ifeare they By our nature 
doe in ſome) then in the laſt place pray let me recom- weare tied ts 


mend ynto them the religion of dumbe. Creatures : ſurely 
we candoenoleſſe then joyne with them intheir religion: 
_ for they are ſenſvall and beaftly, like to our ſelues:then let 
not thoſe moſt excellent attributes of God, which are diſ- 


a narurall re- 
ligion. 


couered by them, be contradifted by vs: here we ſhall 


auoide Atheiſme in our prayers, deuotions, and ſeruice 
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34 The Religionof dumbe Creatures. 
of God, let vs not be inferieur to them. 
# But aboueall, let me recommend this one thing to our 
There is bur praQtice, that the Creatures may not, out-ſtrip vs, in the 
oneandthe firit obſcruing of thenaturall Law,whichto vs,ineffeR, 
Ame morall j. ;;, oral honeſty. ThisI doe the rather wiſh, becauſe the 
-—+oI_g re* morall law was neuer abrogated, notwithſtanding the - 
as change of Pricſt-hood, rhe change of Ceremonies, the 
change of Religion, which was tranſlated from the Syna- 
gogue of the ewes, tothe Church or congregation of the 
Gentiles ; yer ſtill one and the ſame morall law was conti= 
nued. So at this day, notwithſtanding our diverſity of 
Seas, Schiſmes and Religions; yet it weretobe wiſhed, 
thatouraRtions mighc be ſquared out by one morall law, 
which law appeares in the Creatures, and is common to 
man and the Creatures; and is as naturall to man, asis his 
owne nature, and ſhould no more be ſeparated from man, 
then his owne nature : for want then of religiouspiety and 
godlineſſe, let this morall law be our guide. Thus man 
| ſhall know his durie to man” | 
No diffcren. Burt how miſerable were our condition? what a world of 
exin religion Miſchiefe would follow? if we ſhould negleR morall du- | 
uldtake ties, vnder cloake and pretence ofreligion, as if religion did 
away morall gboliſh nature, as if che morall law were abrogated tOge- 
duties. her with theceremoniall ; Yetthis is thepraCticeandini- 
quity of theſe our moſt vnhappy times, that all faQions, || 
ſeditions-and trecheries muſt be forſooth rooted and 
groundedinreligion, as if religion were the ſole mother, 
and nurſe of all creaſons;as if heauen could not ſubfiſt with 
RW the earth; asif the Tower of Babel could not be built, bur 
ON with Church ſtones. This is the bane and the ſhame of Re- 
OY ligion, God knowes,lI cannot ſpeake of ir with patience, 


1 —< oor without-my. great hearts griefe: and therefore I will 
—— ker end abruptly ; beleeching the Almighty God 

{: | to reforme it; beſceching the Almighty 
= -. | Godreforme ir. Is, 
gil Sante inaumiane Tremtati it 
4 it | ' honor & gloria, 
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One faults haue eſcaped the Preffe,eitberin omitting letters, as 
page 4.line 26.for awake read awaken ; #f omitting words, as p. 
35.1. 27. this word Senftusſhould be thrice repeated, as implying a 
my ltery:or miſtaking (ne words, as pag-22.lin. 17.for apparitions, 
rea4 operations, yet the faults are ſuch and ſo few, as that thou tby 
ſelfe maiſt eaſily corre them. f 


(£.g.) ſignifies exempli gratia, as forexample. 
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